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2021 State Regulatory Responses to COVID-19 
 

* State regulators have been issuing emergency regulations, guidance documents, and press releases responding to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak. Nearly every state is enacting daily changes to their responses to COVID-19. Major responses in 2021 are documented below.  
Additionally, you can access the 2020 state regulatory tracker here.  

* The below survey documents state responses to COVID-19 in the following areas: 

̶ Declaring a State of Emergency. All fifty states and the District of Columbia have declared a state of emergency, granting the states access to 
emergency funds, the National Guard, and other resources to assist affected entities and communities.  

̶ Shelter-in-Place. Most states have put in place broad shelter-in-place or stay-at-home orders. These orders—among other things—impose 
restrictions on business across the state, effectively permitting only “life-sustaining” or “essential” businesses to continue to operate.  

̶ Suspending Evictions. Many states are temporarily suspending evictions or foreclosures of residential and/or commercial properties. 

̶ Reopening State Economies. The CDC has issued guidance for state and local officials to reopen businesses to the public.  States are 
beginning to allow businesses to reopen and requiring implementation of specific safety measures. 

Not every state has addressed each of these issues, and some states have incorporated other important reforms (e.g., unemployment benefits, paid-
family leave, visitation at long-term care facilities, etc.). To the extent possible, we have included such references below.  

* The below survey details the available state resources, the date on which the resources were issued, and a brief summary offering a general 
overview of the guidance offered. The initial table provides a high-level overview of the broader survey and contains corresponding state links that 
refer to the entries in the detailed survey.  

* We envision this as an evergreen document that we will aim to update on a weekly basis. If you operate in a state and notice that we have not 
included the most up-to-date guidance, please let us know. 

  

https://www.ciab.com/download/22049/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf?utm_campaign=wp_the_health_202&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_health202
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State Executive Actions Date Summary 

 
I. Alabama 

Twentieth Supplemental 
State of Emergency | Press 

Release 
12/09/2020 

• Extends the state of emergency until January 22, 2021.    

Alaska Declaration of Public 
Health Disaster Emergency 

| Press Release 
12/15/2020 

• Extends the state of emergency until January 15, 2021.    

Arkansas Executive Order 20-53 12/29/2020 
• Extends various Executive Orders (i.e., state of emergency, workers compensation, and 

civil immunity protections).  

Executive Order 20-51 12/11/2020 • Extends the public health emergency for 60 days. 

Colorado Executive Order 2020-307 12/31/2020 • Extends the moratorium on residential evictions and foreclosures, among other things. 

Executive Order 2020-296 12/30/2020 • Extends the state of disaster emergency to December 31, 2021. 

Connecticut Executive Order No. 9T 12/23/2020 
• Extends various executive orders (e.g., moratorium on evictions) until February 9, 

2021. 

Executive Order No. 9S | 
Travel Advisory | Press 

Release 
12/18/2020 

• Requires travelers from states with high COVID-19 levels to self-quarantine upon their 
arrival to Connecticut through February 9, 2021. 

Delaware Extension of the 
Declaration of a State of 

Emergency | Press Release 
12/24/2020 

• Extends the state emergency until January 23, 2021. 

D.C. Mayor’s Order 2020-127 | 
Press Release 

12/18/2020 
• Extends the public health emergency through March 31, 2021. 
• Closes certain industries, among other things. 

https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/12/2020-12-09-20th-Supplemental-SOE-COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/12/2020-12-09-20th-Supplemental-SOE-COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/12/governor-ivey-extends-safer-at-home-order/
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/12/governor-ivey-extends-safer-at-home-order/
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/12.15.2020-COVID-Disaster-Declaration.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/12.15.2020-COVID-Disaster-Declaration.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2020/12/15/dunleavy-extends-states-covid-19-public-health-disaster-response/
https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-53.pdf
https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-51.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nu9bPVQ9H9bSTteN6GC_U92hW8hntCXy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oMMX2OjDqkmF-2KKL4D3gc6tGwCmx0U1/view?usp=sharing
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-9T.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-9S.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Travel
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/12-2020/Governor-Lamont-Implements-New-Guidelines-for-Connecticuts-COVID-19-Travel-Advisory
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/12-2020/Governor-Lamont-Implements-New-Guidelines-for-Connecticuts-COVID-19-Travel-Advisory
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/12/Tenth-Extension-of-State-of-Emergency-12242020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/12/Tenth-Extension-of-State-of-Emergency-12242020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/12/Tenth-Extension-of-State-of-Emergency-12242020.pdf
https://news.delaware.gov/2020/12/24/governor-carney-formally-extends-state-of-emergency-7/
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/Mayor%27s%20Order%20127%2012-18-2020.pdf
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-issues-mayor%E2%80%99s-order-holiday-pause-various-activities-extends-public-health
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State Executive Actions Date Summary 

Florida Executive Order 20-316 12/29/2020 • Extends the state of emergency until March 21, 2021. 

Georgia Executive Order 12/30/2020 • Extends the public health emergency through February 7, 2021. 

Executive Order 12/30/2020 • Provides additional guidance to industries reopening. 

Hawaii Seventeenth Emergency 
Proclamation 

12/16/2020 
• Extends the state of emergency through February 14, 2021.  

Illinois Proclamation  12/11/2020 
• Extends the disaster proclamation for the COVID-19 pandemic until January 10, 

2021.  

Indiana 
Executive Order 20-53 12/31/2020 

• Extends guidance to individuals and businesses regarding phased guidelines (e.g., 
blue, yellow, orange, and red) for each county and their operating restrictions until 
January 24, 2021.   

Executive Order 20-52 12/31/2020 • Continues the public health disaster emergency until January 30, 2021. 

Executive Order 20-51 12/22/2020 • Extends various Executive Orders (i.e., mortgage foreclosure and eviction relief).  

Maine Proclamation | Press 
Release 

12/22/2020 
• Extends the state of emergency through January 10, 2021. 

Maryland Proclamation 12/23/2020 • Renews the original state of emergency. 

Minnesota Executive Order 20-103 12/16/2020 
• Extends the peacetime emergency to January 10, 2021. 
• Limits the capacity of public gatherings, among other things.   

Missouri Executive Order 20-19 | 
Press Release 

11/19/2020 
• Extends the state of emergency through March 31, 2021. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-316.pdf
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/12302001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/12302002/download
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2012088-ATG_Seventeenth-Proclamation-Related-to-the-COVID-19-Emergency-distribution-signed.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2012088-ATG_Seventeenth-Proclamation-Related-to-the-COVID-19-Emergency-distribution-signed.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-12-11-2020.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive-Order-20-53-Ext-of-20-50-Cont.-of-Color-Coded-County-Assessments.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive-Order-20-52-Tenth-Renewal-of-Emergency-Declaration.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-51_New_Directives-Renewal_of_Other_Directives.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/Proclamation%20to%20Renew%20the%20State%20of%20Civil%20Emergency%20December%2022%2C%202020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-continues-state-civil-emergency-maine-fights-covid-19-2020-12-22
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-continues-state-civil-emergency-maine-fights-covid-19-2020-12-22
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2360_001-1.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-103%20Final%20Signed%20and%20Filed_tcm1055-458627.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/library/reference/orders/2020/eo19
https://governor.mo.gov/press-releases/archive/governor-parson-signs-executive-order-20-19-extending-state-emergency
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State Executive Actions Date Summary 

New Hampshire Executive Order 2020-25 01/01/2021 • Extends the state of emergency through January 21, 2021. 

North Carolina Executive Order 184 | 
Frequently Asked 

Questions | Press Release 
12/30/2020 

• Extends the eviction moratorium until January 31, 2021. 

Ohio Press Release 12/30/2020 • Extends the statewide curfew until January 23, 2021. 

Oregon Executive Order 20-67 | 
Press Release 

12/17/2020 
• Extends the public state of emergency until March 3, 2021. 

Pennsylvania Amended Executive Order  
| Press Release 

11/25/2020 
• Renews the original disaster declaration for an additional 90 days. 

Rhode Island Executive Order 20-109 12/22/2020 • Extends various executive orders (e.g., Disaster Declaration) until January 20, 2021. 

South Carolina Executive Order 20-77 12/23/2020 • Declares new state of emergency. 

South Dakota Executive Order 2020-34 | 
Press Release 

12/18/2020 
• Extends the COVID-19 emergency declaration until June 30, 2021, unless sooner 

terminated or extended. 

Tennessee Executive Order 73 12/22/2020 • Extends the public state of emergency through February 27, 2021. 

Texas Proclamation | Press 
Release 

01/05/2021 
• Extends state disaster declaration. 

Vermont Addendum 9 to Restated 
Executive Order No. 01-20 

| Press Release 
12/15/2020 

• Extends the state of emergency to January 15, 2021. 

https://www.governor.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt336/files/documents/2020-25.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39781839&msgid=485562&act=20YB&c=1346310&destination=https*3A*2F*2Ffiles.nc.gov*2Fgovernor*2Fdocuments*2Ffiles*2FEO184-Evictions-Extension-and-Unemployment-Ins-Claims.pdf&cf=13425&v=b1411b49adc0831802ab0e977b25fe5fd5246a9ca7698d24c6f2d007da607a9f__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!HYmSToo!JZP6vUycLRdFlR3h9TS5ZLrSs_oEusIwrJYYIztPresFvF8BLIP4LnKvpPKih1QEDN6K$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39781839&msgid=485562&act=20YB&c=1346310&destination=https*3A*2F*2Ffiles.nc.gov*2Fgovernor*2Fdocuments*2Ffiles*2FEviction-Order-FAQ.pdf&cf=13425&v=b4a9e673c0d06da75701ed6a915aab82493a4ae1456beb645aedeb89df8a3192__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!HYmSToo!JZP6vUycLRdFlR3h9TS5ZLrSs_oEusIwrJYYIztPresFvF8BLIP4LnKvpPKih447mhuj$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=39781839&msgid=485562&act=20YB&c=1346310&destination=https*3A*2F*2Ffiles.nc.gov*2Fgovernor*2Fdocuments*2Ffiles*2FEviction-Order-FAQ.pdf&cf=13425&v=b4a9e673c0d06da75701ed6a915aab82493a4ae1456beb645aedeb89df8a3192__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!HYmSToo!JZP6vUycLRdFlR3h9TS5ZLrSs_oEusIwrJYYIztPresFvF8BLIP4LnKvpPKih447mhuj$
https://governor.nc.gov/news/governor-extends-north-carolina-evictions-moratorium
https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/media/news-and-media/covid19-update-12302020
https://oregon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=014ec059e6&e=8b2ce66d7f
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=53927
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/20201124-TWW-3rd-Amendment-COVID-19-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-signs-renewal-to-covid-19-disaster-declaration/
https://governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-109.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-12-23%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-77%20-%20State%20of%20Emergency.pdf
https://covid.sd.gov/docs/2020-34.pdf
https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=27560
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee73.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/PARDON_2020-0009_Nancy_Jo_Villarreal_IMAGE_12-23-2020.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-pardons-nancy-jo-villarreal
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-pardons-nancy-jo-villarreal
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%209%20TO%20AMENDED%20AND%20RESTATED%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20%20.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%209%20TO%20AMENDED%20AND%20RESTATED%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20%20.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-extends-state-emergency-january-15
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State Executive Actions Date Summary 

Virginia 
Executive Order 72 | Press 

Release 
12/10/2020 

• Issues a 12 AM to 5 AM statewide 21-day curfew beginning December 14, 2020, for 
all individuals unless they are working or engaged in an essential activity.   

• Issues a universal mask mandate for all individuals older than five.  
• Limits indoor and outdoor social gatherings, among other things. 

Washington Proclamation 20-19.5 | 
Press Release 

12/31/2020 
• Extends the moratorium on evictions to include newly approved federal funding for 

rental assistance.  

Proclamation 20-25.11 | 
Press Release 

12/30/2020 
• Extends all current state-wide restrictions through January 11, 2021. 

Press Release 12/23/2020 • Extends the moratorium on evictions and public utility shut-offs to March 31, 2021. 

Wisconsin Executive Order 95 | Press 
Release 

11/20/2020 
• Declares a new state of emergency.   

 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-72-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Nine-Common-Sense-Surge-Restrictions-Certain-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2020/december/headline-886185-en.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2020/december/headline-886185-en.html
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/proc_20-19.5.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-extends-eviction-moratorium-0
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-25.11%20-%20COVID-19%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-one-week-extension-statewide-restrictions
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-one-week-extension-statewide-restrictions
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-eviction-moratorium-extension
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/11/20/file_attachments/1607583/EO095-DeclaringPublicHealthEmergencyNov2020.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/2ad9548
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/2ad9548

