
Greetings, All:

On behalf of the Government Affairs team, THANK YOU for registering for our Legislative and Working 
Groups Summit. We’re eager to see everyone and trust that it will be a worthwhile investment of your time. 
We hope you can give this a quick read, because this event will be different than past Legislative Summits.

Working backwards from Wednesday, the biggest change, of course, is that the entire U.S. Capitol complex 
is going to be unavailable to us, as it is for everyone but legislators, due to the ongoing pandemic. But if we 
can’t go to Congress, we can bring some terrific members of Congress to you, especially in our program on 
Wednesday at the Mandarin.  As always, due to the uncertain congressional schedule, we will continue to 
tweak the Legislative program leading up to the event. However, we already have some outstanding 
legislators lined up, including Sen. Joni Ernst of Iowa, Reps. Josh Gottheimer of New Jersey, Byron Donalds 
and Scott Franklin of Florida, and French Hill of Arkansas. These are terrific friends who help drive the agenda 
on issues that matter to the commercial insurance brokerage industry.  

Continuing in reverse order, rather than a congressional reception on the Hill on Tuesday night, we are holding 
an exclusive event for Council executives at the National Museum of African American History and Culture. 
Since opening in 2016, it has been the Smithsonian museum with the highest demand, and it promises to be 
a memorable evening.  Our brief program that night will include the continuation of a friendly “debate” that 
began last October at the Broadmoor during ILF – a conversation between longtime Democratic operative 
(and Clinton White House official) Paul Begala, and top Republican ad-master/strategist/author Brad Todd, 
moderated by yours truly. 

The Council continues to have much at stake in legislation that may (or may not!) be enacted this year, 
including provisions impacting employer-sponsored insurance, taxation, and other issues that could arise as 
part of potentially bifurcated Build Back Better legislation. See the attached one-pager on our legislative 
priorities.

We look forward to seeing you all in person in less than two weeks. 

Joel Wood
Senior Vice President, 
Government Affairs





GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE: 
PRIORITIES AND STATE OF PLAY
Our Government Affairs agenda is characterized by efforts both to promote legislation that enhances the 


commercial insurance brokerage marketplace, and work to defeat legislation that undermines it.  


WHAT HAPPENED IN 2021?


Success in 2021 was more defined by “stopping the bad stuff from happening” rather than achieving 


broker-centric legislative accomplishments.


• PREVENTED TAX INCREASES


This was particularly true with respect to many proposals that were advanced in the Biden 


Administration and on Capitol Hill that would have created tax burdens for Council member firms. At 


one point, the Administration proposed more than doubling capital gains tax rates. Additional burdens 


would have been aimed at firms structured as pass-throughs, as well as measures that would have 


impacted the use of Employee Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs) and other savings mechanisms. While 


the Build Back Better plan (BBB) was not able to advance in 2021, we were highly successful in dimin-


ishing a number of provisions in the House-passed BBB that would have had detrimental implications 


for brokerage.


• PRESERVED THE EMPLOYER-PROVIDED GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE 
MARKETPLACE


The Council’s highest public policy priority is preservation and enhancement of the employer-provided 


group health insurance marketplace. Thanks in part to our work, alongside our allies in the employer 


community, we successfully persuaded lawmakers not to pursue a cost-shifting proposal to create 


a “public option” inside of the ACA exchanges pegged on Medicare reimbursement rates. Our tactics 


included offering alternative public/private partnership solutions, like state-based reinsurance pools.  


Our work on these issues has been bipartisan and largely successful.   







OUR ASK


While this year’s Legislative Summit does not allow for visits with lawmakers on Capitol Hill, there are still 


opportunities to connect with your elected representatives throughout the rest of the year.


Be on the lookout for communications from our Government Affairs team with details regarding how to:


1. Connect with lawmakers on important employee benefits and P/C issues


2. Offer feedback and subject matter expertise on potential legislative and regulatory developments


We thank you for your continued engagement with The Council and we look forward to working with you 


this year. 


Blaire Bartlett
Director, 


Government Affairs


Joel Wood
Senior Vice President, 
Government Affairs


Joel Kopperud 
Vice President, 


Government Affairs 


2022 GAME PLAN


There are still legislative and regulatory items on the table that could impact the brokerage community 


and larger insurance industry. These are the most critical advocacy issues that we will continue to work on 


throughout the year:


• Stabilizing the individual health insurance marketplace


• Developing workable solutions to increase affordability of coverage


• Supporting the implementation of broker compensation disclosures and consumer transparency 
regulations


• Working with state regulators, the Biden Administration, and lawmakers to implement a long-awaited


national agent broker licensure clearinghouse


• Enabling practical financial regulations for flood, pandemic risk, terrorism, and cannabis insurance


• Easing global trade and market barriers for brokers


• Navigating and informing members on future trends in cyber coverage as well as industry 


sustainability, and diversity efforts







