YOUR MONE Y

YO U R IM PACT

YOUR VOICE

WHAT IS COUNCILPAC?
CouncilPAC is The Council’s Political Action Committee (PAC), which represents the interests of the insurance
brokerage industry. As the insurance industry’s largest PAC, CouncilPAC gives our advocacy efforts the tools and
resources to amplify our voice and ensure our message is heard.

WHAT DOES COUNCILPAC DO?
Our advocacy efforts compete with tens of thousands of Washington lobbyists who vie for the attention of the 535
Members of Congress. CouncilPAC gives our industry a prominent voice and helps us support Members of Congress
who understand broker value.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Relationships matter in Washington, just as they do in our business, and contributions to CouncilPAC are one of the
most effective ways for our Government Affairs team to build relationships with Members of Congress and their staff
to educate them on our industry’s most pressing issues. CouncilPAC gives our allies in Congress the financial
resources they need to continue to fight for our industry.

WHY IS MY ENGAGEMENT SO CRITICAL?
Less than 7% of the 535 Members of Congress have direct experience in the insurance industry, which underscores
the importance of education with a strong and consistent message on the complex issues facing our industry.
CouncilPAC is an essential tool to support those Members of Congress who champion our industry and ensure they remain
in Congress.
CouncilPAC cannot operate without your support and personal contribution. The effectiveness of our PAC is directly
correlated with the earnest engagement of all of our members. A unified voice is a powerful voice.

WHAT IS A COUNCILPAC BIRD?
Having a bird on your name badge at Council events shows your broker colleagues your commitment to and
financial support of CouncilPAC.
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LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES IN 2021
Despite the dysfunction that seems to define Washington, The Council had an active and engaged presence on Capitol
Hill throughout the year. Government affairs is characterized by efforts both to promote legislation that enhances the
commercial insurance brokerage marketplace as well as to work to defeat legislation that undermines it. It is fair to say
that success in 2021 was more defined by “stopping the bad stuff from happening” than achieving broker-centric
legislative accomplishments.
This was particularly true with respect to many proposals that were advanced in the Administration and on Capitol Hill
that would have created tax burdens for CIAB member firms. At one point, the Administration proposed more than
doubling capital gains tax rates. Additional burdens would have been aimed at firms structured as pass-throughs, as well
as measures that would have impacted the use of ESOPs and other savings mechanisms. While the Build Back Better
plan was not able to advance in 2021, we were highly successful in diminishing a number of provisions in the
House-passed BBB that would have had detrimental implications for brokerage.
The Council’s highest public policy priority is the preservation and enhancement of the employer-provided group health
insurance marketplace. Thanks in part to our work, alongside our allies in the employer community, we successfully
persuaded lawmakers not to pursue a cost-shifting proposal to create a “public option” inside ACA exchanges pegged on
Medicare reimbursement rates. Our work on these issues has been bipartisan and largely successful.

OUR LEGISLATIVE FOCUS IN 2022
HEALTHCARE:

P&C:

• Stabilization of the individual health insurance
marketplace

• Working with state regulators, the Biden Administration, and
law-makers to implement a long-awaited national
agent/broker licensure clearing house

• Strengthen and evolve employer provided insurance
• Explore workable solutions to increase affordability of
coverage
• Support the adoption of new industry transparency
requirements

• Enable practical financial regulations for flood, pandemic
risk, terrorism, and cannabis insurance
• Ease global trade and market barriers for brokers
• Navigate and inform on future trends in cyber coverage,
sustainability, and diversity

MEET OUR GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS TEAM

Joel Wood

Joel Kopperud

Blaire Bartlett

Katie Oberkircher

Luca Vallada

Senior Vice President
joel.wood@ciab.com

Vice President
joel.kopperud@ciab.com

Director
blaire.bartlett@ciab.com

Director, Health Policy &
Strategy
katie.oberkircher@ciab.com

Associate, Government Affairs
luca.vallada@ciab.com

QUESTIONS?
To learn more, to give, or to get your firm involved, contact Luca Vallada at luca.vallada@ciab.com
Contributions to CouncilPAC will be used to support candidates in election campaigns. These contributions are strictly voluntary and you have the right to refuse to contribute
without reprisal. Any guidelines which may be suggested are only suggestions. All are free to contribute more or less than the guidelines up to the yearly maximum of $5,000,
and no one will be favored or disadvantaged in their membership because of the amount of their contribution or their decision not to contribute. All contributions must be from
personal funds and may not be reimbursed or paid by any other person or entity. Contributions from foreign nationals are prohibited. Contributions from federal contractors, the
treasury funds of corporations, labor unions and national banks are prohibited. Federal law requires political committees to use their best efforts to obtain and report to the
Federal Election Commission the name, mailing address, occupation and name of employer for each individual whose contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar
year. Contributions or gifts to CouncilPAC are not tax deductible.

